A Ithough respiratory response to progressive iso-*¦*¦ capnic hypoxic stimulation has been important in detailing the effects of respiratory stimulant or de¬ pressant drugs,15 there are fewer data to describe their physiologic variability.
Previous studies have revealed a wide intersubject variation in healthy subjects and in patients with cardiopulmonary diseases. Hypoxic response seems to be influenced by many factors such as age, sex, physical characteristics, exercise, menstrual cycle, smoking habits, and genetic factors. [6] [7] [8] Within-subject variability of respiratory hypoxic response over short time periods and over long periods (months) is not well known. Some studies examining the variability of ventilatory hypoxic re¬ sponse in healthy subjects revealed that the variation within subjects is lower than between subjects. [9] [10] [11] [12] However, none of these studies included an exami-*From the Servicio Sample sizes of previous studies9-1220 were very small, ranging from three12 to nine subjects.9 Only Sahn et al11 analyzed within-subject variability over a long period of time (5 months 
